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While a student at Walkerton’s Sacred Heart 
High School, Alissa Magwood had a clear 
vision of her future. “I always knew I would go 
to university to study the sciences,” she said 
recently in an interview from the University 
of Guelph, where she studied and is now 
employed.

A researcher at the University of Guelph since 
2002, Alissa is currently working in the area 
of molecular and cell biology. Specifically, she 
is studying genetic recombination, or the 
process by which DNA repairs itself.

“We use mice cells, not the animal itself, to 
study the way DNA repairs itself,” she said, 

“and in particular we are looking at the role of 
proteins in this process. One of those proteins 
we are studying involves the breast cancer 
gene.”

Faulty DNA repair is a classic sign of cancer, 
she said.

“We are trying to learn more about how these 
proteins work and how we can change them.”

Alissa has published two scientific papers 
on her research in the Journal of Molecular 
Biology and the DNA Repair Journal.

“I love working in the lab, and I have a lot of 
freedom in my research.”

A native of Hanover, Alissa attended Holy 
Family School and Sacred Heart High School. 

“Science was my favourite subject in high 
school,” she said, “particularly biology. Mr. 

(John) Markauskas was my biology teacher. 
He had such a keen interest in the sciences – 
he spurred my interest in science.”

Alissa also credits her grade 12 physics 
teacher, Lynn Gray, for encouraging a friendly 
competitive spirit between Alissa and her 
best friend. “We always wanted to know how 
things worked.”

As for extra-curricular activities, Alissa 
worked in a grocery store after school and 
on weekends while in high school. She also 
played soccer and participated in the school’s 
Peace and Ecology group.

When the time came to apply to university, 
the University of Guelph was her first choice 
because of its marine biology program. But 
soon after starting her studies, she moved 
into the crop science area, graduating ‘With 

Distinction’ with an Honours Bachelor of 
Science degree.

“In my third year, I got a job in the Crop 
Science Department which led to my 
graduate work.” She received her Master of 
Science in plant biotechnology in 2002.

Following graduation, Alissa took a job in 
the plant science division of BASF in the 
Research Triangle Park near Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where she worked on genetically-
modified plants.

After two years, she was recruited back to the 
University of Guelph to work with a group of 
professors in the area of plant biotechnology 
with respect to fruit trees in Vineland. The goal 
was to use technology to “DNA fingerprint” 
plant varieties very early in their life cycle, 
long before they set fruit.

She also worked on improving the winter 
hardiness of alfalfa in Ontario.

In 2005 she began her current research 
on DNA repair and its effects on the 
development of breast cancer cells.

As for the future, Alissa has an interest in 
patent law and “I might even go back to my 
roots in plant breeding and get a PhD.”

Right now however, Alissa is enjoying her 
current position, as well as her roles as wife 
and mother of three boys. She plays baseball 
herself and is a baseball mom as well.

One thing is certain, said Alissa. “If you are 
doing the kind of research I’m doing, then 
the University of Guelph is definitely the 
place to be.”

Tri-school mass at 
Immaculate Conception 
Church
A combined Mass was held at Immaculate 
Conception Church in Formosa for the 
school communities of Sacred Heart in 
Teeswater, Sacred Heart in Mildmay, and 
Immaculate Conception in Formosa. The 
idea of bringing the three South Bruce 
schools together for a common Mass 
to celebrate Catholic Education Week 
was conceived by the Board’s Chair, Bev 
Eckensweiler.

Catholic Education Week
Father Steve LaCroix, Father Gordon Kennedy, 
and Father Van Duy, from the three parishes, 
celebrated the Mass together.

Prior to the Mass, the grade 6/7 class from 
Mildmay’s Sacred Heart School presented 
a liturgical dance and the three schools 
combined to form a choir.

Prayer booklet produced
The first “Bruce-Grey Prayer Booklet” was 
published this year to celebrate Catholic 
Education Week, and features prayers written 
by students from Bruce-Grey Catholic schools. 

The prayers of thanksgiving, adoration and 
blessing, petition, intercession and praise 
were written using the resources of the 
Lenten “Massive Open Online Course” and 
speak to the students’ love for God and their 
relationship with Him.

Catholic Education Week 
Dinner
Father Michael Prieur from St. Peter’s 
Seminary in London was the guest speaker 
at the Board’s annual Catholic Education 
Week Dinner, held May 7 at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall between Walkerton and 
Mildmay. Father Prieur shared a number of 
stories and jokes, and also spoke about the 
challenges facing Catholics in today’s world. 
He challenged those in attendance to be 

proud of their faith and continue to learn 
and to search for answers.

Prior to the dinner, six students from 
Sacred Heart High School preformed a 
dance to the Goo Goo Dolls “Better Days” 
song.

Province-wide Mass
Organized by student trustees from across 
the province, the goal was to have a 
simultaneous Mass in each Catholic high 
school in the province on May 7. Student 
organizers sent a message to Pope Francis 
and his reply was shared with students 
across the province. Students at St.. 
Mary’s High School in Owen Sound and 
Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton 
participated in the Ontario event. 

Awesome Alumna Alissa Magwood



Director’s 
Message
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The Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board’s annual Applause Breakfast was held 
in May at Klages Mill in Chesley to honour 
selected students and their parents for their 
ongoing contributions to their respective 
school communities.

Two students from each school were 
recognized in front of their parents, principals, 
staff members and administration of the 
Board for exemplifying the Virtues through 
their actions that contribute to the Catholic 
culture of deep caring.

“The ultimate success of our education system 
is dependent on faculty, students, parents, 
staff and our community partners,” said 
Catherine Montreuil, the Board’s Director 
of Education. “We believe it is important 
to formally recognize the efforts and 
achievements of students whose presence 
and actions are foundational to our success.”

This year’s award recipients:
Mary Immaculate School, Chepstow 
Madison Ernewein 
Myla Rimmer

St. Peter & St. Paul’s School, Durham 
Austin Marshall 
Liam McDonald

Immaculate Conception School, Formosa 
Matthew Bruder 
Sage Martin

Applause Breakfast recognizes efforts, achievements of students

Holy Family School, Hanover 
Autumn Colwell 
Sheldon Maifrini

St. Anthony’s School, Kincardine 
Cole Pumfrey 
Jeanelle Paguirigan

Sacred Heart School, Mildmay 
Kyle Durrer 
Denay Reinhart

St. Basil’s School, Owen Sound 
Paris Howe 
Gage Waukey

Notre Dame Catholic School, Owen Sound 
Josie McNab 
Rhys Taylor

St. Joseph’s School, Port Elgin 
Paige Akerman 
Austina Bellamy

Sacred Heart School, Teeswater 
Taylor Curran 
Katie Batte

Mother Teresa School, Walkerton 
Ty Arnold 
Charlotte Lawlor

St. Mary’s High School, Owen Sound 
Kendra Fortin 
Adrian Tait

Sacred Heart High School, Walkerton 
Laura Diemert 
Marc Glipo

A special thanks to the sponsors of the event: 

Al Reich’s Construction

Allen-Hastings Ltd.

BDO Financial Services

Cuneo Interiors Ltd.

D.J. Peat Roofing/Sheet Metal

Durrer’s General Contracting

Eric Cox Sanitation

Excel Business Systems

Hicks Morley Hamilton Stewart

Holst Office Supplies

Keel Cottrelle LLP

Kunkel Bus Lines

Martin’s School Bus Transit

Packet-Tel Corp

SRM Architects

Wayne’s Electric

WSP Canada Inc

The end of each school year brings 
with it a time of reflection. At this 
time we look back to remember 
the students who came in last 
September with hope, optimism, 
and a little fear and reflect on the 
various activities, conversations and 
challenges that have contributed 
to their growth in body, mind and 
spirit. Grade 2 students celebrated 
the sacraments of reconciliation and 
Eucharist for the first time. Grade 8 
students celebrated the sacrament 
of Confirmation, receiving the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit and our Trinity 
Peer Mentors at secondary school 
demonstrated those Gifts in action 
as they mentored other students at 
elementary and secondary schools. 
Our Catholic schools recognize and 
nurture an inter-relationship with 
each other, with community and 
with God. Thank you to all of our 
staff, clergy, parish and community 
partners, parents and students for a 
successful year. I wish you all a safe, 
restful summer. God bless!

Our call to Catholic education 
has strong roots in Bruce-Grey. 
We have had Catholic schools 
in our counties since before 
Confederation. This spring, we are 
celebrating the release of Let Your 
Light Shine! A history of the Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board and Its 
Predecessor Roman Catholic Separate 
School Boards. The book is authored 
by Dr. Robert Dixon, a former 
Director of Education for Bruce-Grey 
Catholic DSB, an important figure in 
the history of Catholic education in 
Ontario and a noted historian. This 
book documents our history from 
our inception in 1841 and includes 
photos of many of our original 
buildings. Dr. Dixon’s book reminds 
us that the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
District School Board exists thanks 
to the hardships and sacrifices 
made by trustees, staff, clergy, 
school Sisters, parents and students 
throughout our rich history. Their 
hard work and sacrifices ensured 
that publicly-funded Catholic 
education will endure and continue 
to be recognized as an integral and 
valued part of public education in 
the province of Ontario.

You can obtain a copy of the book 
through the Catholic Education 
Centre (519-364-5820; Doreen 
Schultz) on a cost recovery basis  
of $20.

Catherine Montreuil,  
Director of Education

Day care addition 
at Mother Teresa 
School underway
A special sod turning ceremony May 5 
marked the official start of construction of 
the new day care addition to Mother Teresa 
School in Walkerton.

“This $1.35 million project is a very 
important occasion as it recognizes a strong 
community-based partnership,” said Director 
of Education Catherine Montreuil.

In January 2013, the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
DSB announced plans to welcome Walkerton 
Day Care to Mother Teresa School. In 
partnership with the Municipality of Brockton 
and the County of Bruce, and with the 
approval of the Ministry of Education, the 
project involves using two existing unused 
classrooms plus a small addition. The Ministry 
of Education has approved funding to retrofit 
unused spaces in the school for the project, 
with funds also coming from Brockton and 
Bruce County.

Once the facility is complete, the Board hopes 
to work with Mother Teresa staff, Georgian 
College and representatives from Sacred 
Heart High School to develop a Specialist 
High Skills Major program in early childhood 
education as an opportunity for secondary 

school students to gain experience and earn 
credits for work in the day care setting.

“Having the day care on site at Mother 
Teresa, and through the partnership of 
these educational institutions, we will 
create a centre of excellence in seamless 
programming for the children,” said Catherine.

Sod turning, left to right: Edward Thomas, SRM Architects Inc.; David Inglis, Mayor of 
Brockton; Bev Eckensweiler, Chair of the Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB; student helpers.

Bev Eckensweiler, Chair of the Board, notes 
that “the project is truly a community 
partnership and reflects our mission to 
ensure quality learning experience through 
community partnerships.”
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Project demonstrates We Care
A project that was started almost two 
years ago in Grey and Bruce Counties as a 
response to a cluster of youth suicides has 
continued to grow and develop and will be 
officially launched this fall.

The program is called the Grey Bruce We 
CARE project and initially, has focused on 
south/central Grey and Bruce. However, 
it is expected that the project will soon 
expand to cover all of the two counties.

We CARE has as its mission: “We are 
community agencies and school boards, 
working together for youth mental health 
and prevention of suicide.” Specifically, the 
program will work with young people to 
identify natural helpers in our community; 
it will connect with those helpers and will 
offer them education, information and 
support; and it will create community 
awareness and provide information and 
resources about youth mental health.

Currently, there are 15 agencies and 
organizations working together on that 
mission:

Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board

Bluewater District School Board

Grey Bruce Health Unit

Canadian Mental Health

Brockton and Area Family Health Team

Grey Bruce Health Services

South Bruce OPP

Bruce Grey Child and Family Services

vpi inc. youth employment services

Keystone Child, Youth and Family Services

Hope Bruce Grey, Choices, youth drug and 
alcohol counselling

Hanover Family Health Team

Victims’ Services

Youth Justice, Family ‘Y’ program

Wes for Youth online

Through the partner collaboration, it was 
found that there are many services and 
supports that target youth in south/central 
Grey and Bruce; however, many agencies 
were surprised at the amount of work 
being done by their partner organizations 
to support young people. They also 
discovered that clear pathways to referrals 
were not always evident, and many of 
the services were not understood by the 
agencies. It was also evident that there is 
a lack of services and supports that target 
adults who support young people.

As a result of these and other ‘gaps’ in 
services and awareness, the Grey Bruce 
We CARE project developed the following 
goals:

•	 Develop	initiatives	which	focus	on	
increasing awareness regarding mental 
health and local supports, to those 
adults and peers in the community that 
youth naturally turn to for support.

•	 Decrease	the	stigma	and	increase	
awareness associated with mental 
health and suicide prevention.

•	 Bridge	the	gap	between	formal	and	
informal supports for youth.

•	 Offer	awareness	and	information	
sessions to natural helpers through a 
variety of approaches such as a web 
site, webinars, and face-to-face.

•	 Develop	a	Youth	Mental	Health	Media/
Promotion Campaign including posters/
flyers that link to a web based resource 
identifying key issues in youth mental 
health and clear pathways for support in 
Grey and Bruce Counties.

•	 Advocate	for	the	use	of	current	evidence	
based practises and protocols when 
reporting on mental health issues 
including youth suicide, in the media. 
Solicit the media’s support in creating 
awareness of youth mental health in 
Grey and Bruce.

•	 Engage	our	young	people	to	develop	
mental health initiatives within each 
of the high schools to create greater 
awareness of mental health stigma and 
community resources

•	 Engage	the	business	community	in	
supporting the We CARE project in a 
variety of ways including funding, in-
kind resources, marketing and mental 
health promotion.

•	 Continue	to	collect	and	analyze	data	
regarding youth mental health in Grey 
and Bruce.

“We are pleased with our progress to-date,” 
said Ann Marie Deas, Mental Health Lead 
with the Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB and Co-
Chair of the We CARE initiative. “Our roster 
of partners continues to grow as more 
organizations and agencies hear about the 
program.”

Over the next year, “we will seek additional 
funding for We CARE with the goal 
of hiring a coordinator to manage the 
program.”

The We CARE website is expected to be 
functional this summer –  
www.WeCareGreyBruce.ca

Students experience spring camp 
activities
Muskoka Woods Camp on Muskoka’s Lake 
Rosseau was the venue for a unique camping 
experience for grade 7 and 8 and high school 
students from the Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB 
this spring.

Each high school and its elementary feeder 
schools participated in their own four 
day program. In total, over 500 students 
participated in the two sessions.

“The program is designed to help make the 
transition from elementary to high school 
easier,” said Murray Kuntz, Principal of St. 
Mary’s High School in Owen Sound.

The grade 7 and 8 campers are assisted by 
the high school students, as well as Muskoka 
Woods staff and teachers. “The high school 

students arrive a day before the elementary 
students for orientation,” said Murray. “This 
camping experience provides a number of 
leadership opportunities for our secondary 
students.”

During the session, students participate in a 
number of activities, including zip line, giant 
swing, high ropes, wall climbing, drama, arts 
and crafts, leisure sports, and disk golf.

According to the camp’s website, “From its 
beginning in 1979, Muskoka Woods was 
marked with adventure and excellence. It 
was a place to experience creation, have lots 
of program choices, meet new friends and 
explore beliefs.”

Skills Canada - Ontario is a not-for-profit 
organization working toward an economically 
vibrant future, while helping Ontario’s youth 
find, and develop, their passion. We do this 
through a number of initiatives.

– Skills Canada website.

One of those initiatives is The Ontario 
Technological Skills Competition, held May 5 
to 7 at RIM Park in Waterloo. This year there 
were more than 1,900 elementary, secondary 
and post-secondary students participating in 
more than 60 skilled trade areas, including six 
from Bruce-Grey Catholic schools.

Students advance to  
Waterloo skills competition

Students participating from Sacred Heart 
High School, Walkerton, were: Danielle Gutzke 
CAM; Daniel Walter, CADD; Craig Meyer, 
Precision Machining; Brett Waetcher, Welding.

Students competing from Owen Sound’s St. 
Mary’s High School were: John Bulsink, Auto 
Service; Nicholas Lawson, Cabinetmaking.

The students had previously qualified at 
competitions in Owen Sound and Midland.

Canada’s top science fair students converged 
on Windsor in May to attend Youth Science 
Canada’s 53rd annual Canada-Wide Science 
Fair, presented by BlackBerry. Approximately 
500 finalists, including two from the Bruce-
Grey Catholic DSB, were selected from 
over 100 regional science fairs held across 
the country to present their projects at this 
week-long event at the University of Windsor. 
In order to be considered for participation at 
CWSF 2014, students must first participate in 
their regional science fair.

Mother Teresa 
student wins 
provincial speaking 
title
Tristan Zettel, a grade 8 student at Mother 
Teresa School in Walkerton, has been 
named Provincial Winner of the Lion’s Club 
Public Speaking Contest for his speech on 
Stress. The Ontario-wide competiton was 
held recently in London.

Tristan has competed in 10 competitions 
this year, including his school’s, and 
placed first in all but one event. He has 
been invited to present his speech to the 
Legion, the Lion’s Club and the Bruce-Grey 
Catholic DSB Board meeting.

Local students score top awards at 
science fair

Katie Schlosser from Holy Family School in 
Hanover won a silver medal for her project 
“Spot on! How to create an Appaloosa Llama”, 
a study of the colour genes and how they are 
expressed and passed on to future offspring.

Kathleen Myatt from Immaculate Conception 
School in Formosa also won a silver medal 
for her project “iScan”, a study of detecting 
fingerprints on low contrast surfaces.

Both students were invited to the June Board 
meeting to present their projects.
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Produced by the Bruce-Grey Catholic 
District School Board to inform ratepayers 
about news and activities.

Editor: Terry K. Diggle & Associates

Catholic Community Newsletter 
attempts to provide an overview of the 
accomplishments, the challenges and 
issues for the Bruce-Grey Catholic system 
as a whole.

Comments may be directed to:  
519-364-5820 
Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board 
799 –16th Avenue, Hanover ON  N4N 3A1 
www.bgcdsb.org

The Bruce-Grey Catholic District School 
Board can issue tax receipts, in the full 
amount, for any financial donations made 
to its schools. Cheques should be made 
to the Bruce-Grey Catholic School Board 
Charitable Trust and the name of the school 
should be noted in the memo line. Check to 
be sure – if your taxes are not directed to 
the Catholic school system, you can’t vote 
for Catholic trustees in the next election.

Catholic Community 
Newsletter

Visit us online
Take a look at 
our website, 
www.bgcdsb.org. 

For instant 
access, use this 
QR Code.

Student joins 
provincial Council
Michael Montrueil, a student at 
Walkerton’s Mother Teresa School, has 
been selected to be a member of the 
Minister’s Student Advisory Council. He is 
one of 60 students from across Ontario 
chosen to meet directly with the Minister 
of Education. The students will share their 
ideas and advice on how to make Ontario’s 
schools even better places to learn, grow 
and succeed.

THINKfast at  
St. Anthony’s
Seventeen students from Amanda Saxton’s grade 
5/6 French Immersion class participated in a 24 
hour THINKfast, during which they consumed little 
more than liquids and a few bites of rice from 
April 16 to 17. The students also raised $565 for 
Development and Peace. Photos show students 
preparing a communal meal following the fast and 
an oversized cheque for the proceeds.

Are you on the list 
of voters for the 
upcoming municipal 
and school board 
elections?
There is a fast and easy way to find out if 
your information is confirmed and updated 
for the upcoming municipal and school board 
elections. Just enter www.voterlookup.ca on 
the Web. This online service provides the 
information that will be used in the preparation 
of the final voters’ lists in Ontario. You can also 
change and update your school support for 
electoral purposes, and add names to your 
property address.

After logging in you will be asked for your name 
and date of birth AND your town/city, property 
address OR assessment roll number included 
on your latest property assessment notice.

For more information, call 1-866-296-6722.

Important information about changing 
your school support status
Changing your support for electoral purposes 
will not affect your property tax. To change 
your tax support to the Catholic District 
School Board please contact Paula Fahrer at 
the Bruce-Grey Catholic Education Centre in 
Hanover at 519-364-5820, extension 239. 
Please continue to support Catholic education 
by ensuring your taxes are being directed to 
the Bruce-Grey Catholic DSB. Also note that if 
you move, your taxes are directed to the public 
system by default.

Student art auction helps finance 
playground equipment
St. Anthony’s School in Kincardine held an 
art auction in April to raise money for new 
playground equipment.

Local artist, and parent, Athina Hunter, 
worked with school staff and students 
to create artwork from students in 
kindergarten to grade 8 with the theme, ‘all 
about me’. The resulting works included 
shoes, self portraits and dreams, created 
from paint, pastels, chalk, pencil and 
marker.

The local community was invited to bid 
on 46 pieces of art which where chosen 
to hang in the Harbour Street Brasserie, 
thanks to owners Derek and Diane 
Griffiths. The auction was held at the 
Brasserie and brought in over $2,000. 
After expenses, such as the purchase 
of frames, $1336.84 was presented to 
the School Council for the playground 
equipment.

In September of 2011, the Bruce-Grey 
Catholic DSB commissioned Robert T. 
Dixon to write a history of the Board and 
its predecessor Roman Catholic Separate 
School Boards.

In mid-June of this year, the Board 
launched the finished product – Let Your 
Light Shine – at the Walkerton Knights 
of Columbus Hall. Many of those who 
contributed to the history of the Board 
were in attendance and copies of the book 
were available for purchase.

Robert Dixon has written a number of 
historical accounts for Catholic school 
boards in Ontario, and brings a unique 
perspective to the book as he served as 
this Board’s first Director of Education from 
1969 to 1973.

“The book provides a true insight into the 
growth and development of our schools 
and our Board as a whole,” said Bev 
Eckensweiler, Board Chair. “The challenges 
faced by our predecessors as well as 
their successes are chronicled in an 
entertaining and very readable volume.”

Copies of the book have been placed in 
schools and donated to local libraries. 

Book chronicles history of Board

It can be purchased for $20.00 by 
contacting the Catholic Education Centre 
at 519-364-5820. The book will be 
available soon through iTunes U (a free 
app from the app store). Once in iTunes 
U, select K-12, then select Bruce-Grey 
Catholic District School Board from the list. 
The book is a free download.

Holy Family’s ‘Bucket Band’ is 
first at Festival
The Bucket Band at Hanover’s Holy Family School in Hanover, won a Gold Medal in the 
Midwestern Ontario Rotary Music Festival in Walkerton. As part of their music studies, the 
grade 4 students have been learning how to play bucket drums, how to read drumming 
music and also how to perform for an audience.

Band members are: Nathan Bentall, Kyle Ermel, Matthew Linthorst, Leigha Kirk, Makayla 
Thomson, Ryan Muegge, Madison Grein, Chase Lorenz, Caleb Metzger, Bradley Young, 
Hailey Fortune, Peyton Dayman, Naomi Gies, Alyia Wand, Dylan Maxwell, Elliott Turnbull, 
Ryerson Artuso, Jocelyn Snow. Absent from photo: Ben Dentinger, Serena Curtis & Chase 
Wiseman. Band leader and drumming instructor is teacher Deb Legace.


